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Ulverston Town Band
Safeguarding Policy
Introduction
This policy applies to all members, volunteers or anyone working on behalf of Ulverston Town Band.

The purpose of this policy is:

· to protect children, young people and vulnerable adults who are members of the Band.

· to provide staff and volunteers with the overarching principles that guide our approach to safeguarding.
· to provide specific guidance to deal with incidents, allegations and to promote awareness. 

Ulverston Town Band believes that a child, young person or vulnerable adult should never experience abuse of any kind. We have a responsibility to promote the welfare of all band members and to keep them safe. We are committed to practice in a way that protects them.

Legal framework

This policy has been drawn up based on law and guidance that seeks to protect children, young people and adults at risk, namely:

· Children Act (1989)
· United Convention of the Rights of the Child (1991)
· Data Protection Act (1998) 
· Sexual Offences Act (2003)
· Children Act (2004)
· Protection of Freedoms Act (2012)
· The Children and Families Act (2014)

· Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) code of practice: 0 to 25 years. Statutory guidance for organisations which work with and support children and young people who have special educational needs or disabilities; HM Government (2014)
· Working Together to Safeguard Children: A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children; HM Government (2018) 
· The Care Act (2014). 
· The Care Act (2014) Care and Support Statutory Guidance (specifically the safeguarding section of this); and
· The Mental Capacity Act (2005).
Forms of child abuse and neglect

Child abuse is any form of physical, emotional or sexual mistreatment or lack of care that leads to injury or harm. An individual may abuse or neglect a child directly, or by failing to protect a child from harm. The following are some signs often associated with particular types of child abuse and neglect. These types of abuse are more often found in combination than alone. 

Physical abuse is violence causing injury or occurring regularly during childhood. It happens when:
· someone gives a child alcohol, inappropriate drugs or any other harmful substances

· a child is hurt or injured for example by being hit, shaken, burned, scalded, or cut

· someone tries to drown or suffocate a child

· someone fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child. In some cases, the injuries will be caused deliberately. In others, they may be accidental but caused by the child being knowingly put at risk.

Sexual abuse occurs when someone uses power or control to involve a child in sexual activity in order to gratify the abuser's own sexual, emotional or financial needs or desires. It may include:

· showing children pornographic material or involving them in the production of such material

· forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening

· encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways

· involving children in watching other people's sexual activity or in inappropriate discussions about sexual matters.

Emotional abuse is persistent or severe emotional ill-treatment of a child that is likely to cause serious harm to his/her development. It may include:

· conveying to a child the message that he/she/they are worthless, unlovable, inadequate, or his/her/their only value is to meet the needs of another person. This may or may not include racist, homophobic or other forms of abuse.

· regularly making the child feel frightened by shouts, threats or any other means

· being so over-protective towards the child that he/she/they are unable to develop or lead a normal life

· exploiting or corrupting a child, e.g. by involving him/her/them in illegal behaviour

Neglect involves persistently failing to meet a child's physical, psychological or emotional needs. It may include:

· failing to provide appropriate supervision to keep a child out of danger. This includes lack of supervision of activities or leaving a child alone.

· failing to ensure that a child's basic needs for food, shelter, clothing, health care, hygiene and education are met
Adults at risk
In addition, the Band is aware that it also has safeguarding responsibilities towards adult members, some of whom may be vulnerable at different times in their lives. The principles outlined above in relation to children, also apply to our work with adults. In terms of a legal framework, the arrangements for those aged over 18 are governed by the Care Act 2014. 
This Act stipulates that statutory safeguarding duties apply to an adult who: 
• has care and support needs.
• is experiencing, or at risk of, abuse or neglect; and
• as a result of those care and support needs, is unable to protect themselves from either the risk of, or the experience of, abuse or neglect

Over-arching principles
We will seek to keep children, young people and adults safe by:

· valuing them, listening to and respecting them. Ensuring that, in the case of adults, we work with their consent unless “vital interests” as defined in the Data Protection Act (1998) are at stake or the person has been assessed as lacking mental capacity (Mental Capacity Act 2005).
· adopting child protection and adult safeguarding practices through procedures and a code of conduct for members.
· developing and implementing an effective e-safety policy and related procedures, ensuring transparent communications via social media and monitoring of official band communication channels.
· providing effective support and training for volunteers with responsibility for safeguarding within the organisation.
· ensuring that there is an additional adult is present when one to one musical tuition of anyone under 18 is taking place.
· ensuring that the environment where musical tuition is taking place is visible to all.
· recruiting staff and volunteers safely, ensuring all necessary checks are made.
· sharing information about child protection and adult safeguarding with children, parents, volunteers and members

· sharing concerns with agencies who need to know and involving parents and children appropriately.
Safeguarding Roles
In order to enact this policy and provide a focal point for safeguarding, the Band Committee shall nominate a Child Protection Officer and a Child Protection Consultant.
The designated Child Protection Officer (CPO) is:   Gill Benjamin
The CPO coordinates child protection issues and liaises with:  Child Protection Consultant (CPC) – Lisa Metcalfe
Both of the above role holders are to carry a current DBS check. The CPC is to provide an independent verification of the CPO actions and act as witness to conversations when required.

Specific guidance

If abuse is suspected or disclosed
Where a child makes a disclosure to a member, that member of Ulverston Town Band will:

· Reassure the child that they were not to blame and were right to talk to them.
· Listen to the child but not question them.
· Give reassurance that the member will take action.
· Complete an Accident or Incident Log Sheet immediately.
If a third party expresses concern that a child is being abused, we will encourage them to contact the CPO. If they will not do so, we will explain that the Ulverston Town Band is obliged to notify the CPO and an Accident or Incident Log Sheet should be completed and dealt with accordingly.
Logging an incident

All information about the suspected abuse or disclosure will be recorded on an Accident or Incident Log Sheet immediately after the event.
The record will be given to the Child Protection Officer who will decide whether they need to contact the Child Protection Consultant.
Allegations against members
If anyone makes an allegation of child abuse against another member:

· The allegation should be recorded on an Accident or Incident Log Sheet immediately.
· Any witnesses to the incident should sign and date the entry to confirm it.
· The allegation must be reported to the CPO.
Promoting awareness among band members
Ulverston Town Band will ensure that:

· Its designated CPO has relevant experience and receives appropriate training.
· All members understand that Child Protection is everyone’s responsibility.
· A minimum of 2 adults will always be present if working with a child, at least one with a DBS check.
· Children are not allowed to leave the band room unless accompanied by an adult.
· No photographs should be taken of children without permission of the CPO. Written consent to be requested from parent/guardian on band membership form.
· All members have access to the Safeguarding Children Policy, understand its contents and are vigilant to signs of abuse or neglect.
· All members are aware of the statutory requirements with regard to the disclosure or discovery of child abuse.
· All members are familiar with the Incident Log File which is kept in the band room office.
Contact numbers
Gill Benjamin: 
Lisa Metcalfe:
Local police: 101 for non-emergency or 999 where there is immediate danger to life.
Social Services:
Westmorland and Furness Safeguarding Hub:  0300 374 2724
Emergency Duty Team (EDT): 0300 374 2724

Cumbria Mental Health Crisis Line 0800 953 0110 

NSPCC Helpline: 0808 800 5000 or help@nspcc.org.uk
ChildLine: 0800 1111 (textphone 0800 400 222) orwww.childline.org.uk
The Samaritans: https://www.samaritans.org  

National Domestic Abuse Helpline: https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk 

Brass Bands England Safeguarding Officer: 01226 771015
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